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the Grecian manner. Androcottus, then a boy, saw Alexander there,
and is said often afterwards to have been heard to say, that he missed
but little of making himself master of those countries; their king, who
then reigned, was so hated and despised for the viciousness of his life
and the meanness of his extraction.
Alexander was now eager to see the ocean. To which purpose he
caused a great many tow-boats and rafts to be built, in which he
fell gently down the rivers at his leisure, yet so that his navigation
was neither unprofitable nor inactive. For by several descents upon
the bank, he made himself master of the fortified towns, and con-
sequently of the country on both sides. But at a siege of a town of
the Mallians, who have the repute of being the bravest people of
India, he ran in great danger of his life. For having beaten off the
defendants with showers of arrows, he was the first man that mounted
the wall by a scaling-ladder, which, as soon as he was up, broke and
left him almost alone, exposed to the darts which the barbarians
threw at him in great numbers from below. In this distress, turning
himself as well as he could, he leaped down in the midst of his
enemies, and had the good fortune to light upon his feet. The bright-
ness and clattering of his armour when he came to the ground made
the barbarians think they saw rays of light, or some bright phantom
playing before his body, which frightened them so at first that the;y
ran away and dispersed. Till seeing him seconded but by two oi
his guards, they fell upon him hand to hand, and some, while he
bravely defended himself, tried to wound him through his armour with
their swords and spears. And one who stood further off drew a bow
with such just strength that the arrow, finding its way through his
cuirass, stuck in his ribs under the breast. This stroke was so
violent that it made him give back, and set one knee to the ground,
upon which the man ran up with his drawn scimitar, thinking to
despatch him, and had done it, if Peucestes and Limnseus had not
interposed, who were both wounded, Limnseus mortally, but Peucestes
stood his ground, while Alexander killed the barbarians. But this
did not free him from danger; for, besides many other wounds, at
last he received so weighty a stroke of a club upon his neck that he
was forced to lean his body against the wall, still, however, facing
the enemy. At this extremity, the Macedonians made their way in
and gathered around him. They took him up, just as he was fainting
away, having lost all sense of what was done near him, and con-
veyed him to his tent, upon which it was presently reported all over
the camp that he was dead. But when they had with great difficulty
and pains sawed off the shaft of the arrow, which was of wood, and so
with much trouble got off his cuirass, they came to cut the head of it,
which was three fingers broad and four long, and stuck fast in the
bone. During the operation he was taken with almost mortal swoon-